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T,u KSPAY...^ DECEMBER 3, 1374.

General Assembly of Virginia,
Wednesday, DecernMr 2, 1S74. ,

SENATE.
The Senate was called to order at 12 M. by

I jcuirnant-Governor Wither*. Prayer bv^
jvv. J. C. Oranbery, I>. 1>., of the Broad*
> f,vt Methodist church.
The Pk esident announced tbat tlve Clerk

v^d in his possession tbe certl6cate of tbe;
firdion of Dr. McKak to fill tbe unexpired
fCrm of Colonel Jobn K. Connolly, resigned.
jir, McKas camo forward and toot the oath
<»f i ftKv, read by tbe Clerk.
The President announced tbat It was ob-

,io«vtl»at a quorum was present, and that
;i,t (hair wa-s ready for business.
The following senator* appeared in their

v i>: Messrs. lienzley, BUnd, Clark, Coch¬
in. wson, Kastham, Kut>ank\ Evans,
p,noey. Graham, Oreever, Uriiutley, Holla-
(j3i, Hundley, Lackland, Lavvson. Latbrop,
iliddnx, Ma>sey, McKae, Meem, Newberry,
^mlm. Patterson, Quesenberry, Ragland,
v!U:ih of Nelson, Srnub of Kusscll, Taylor,
.Vfh'.iu.v. Ward, and Wynne.
oq motion ol Mr. Nowlin it was ordered

lb*! the House of Delegates be informed*
Uiii t ho Senate is organized and ready for
Umbos.". /"J

j'Le Senator from Carroll was ordered to
inform the House.
A message from tbe House,by Mr. Tiii*-

,bkko. was received announcing tbat that
.,.h was organized and ready for business.
On uiotiou of Mr. Quessmjkbry there>i-;

a, ut i-l» riry of the city were invited to open
ut >tsMons of the Senale with prayer.
Mr. Nowlin presented a joint resolution

Riding for the appointment of a joint'
committee of two on tbe part of .tlie Senate
si:d Urni: on the part of tbe House to wait

i, [Mil the Governor and inform birn of the
i^uuization of the General Assembly.
Agreed to.
The Chair appointed Messrs. Nowlw of

Carroll, ami IIolladat of Henrico.
Tbe committee returned to tbe Senate after

i t.rief absence and reported tbat the Kxecu-
nvt welcomed cordially the members of tbe
hi'ocral Assembly, and that be would com¬
municate with them in writing. ;

UOYEBXOR'S MESSAGE.
The President laid before tbe ^euate the

i[ii»u:il message of the Governor, which was
natl l»y the Cleik as follows:

Commonwealth op Virginia,V '

Governor's Office, .. >
Richmond, 2d December, 1S74. >

UcntUnicn of the Senate and House of Dele
gates :

Tbe course of the year now drawing Co a

<lo*e has been marked with events which im-
j^.it good, not unmixed with evil, to the fu¬
ture t»i tbe Commonwealth.
Kverj where tbe laws feave been peacefully

executed. Crime of mc^t kinds has sensibly
tbmiuisdied. Otrene.es of tbe higher. grades
)ci> e 1»f en of rare occurrence. Exciting po-
litu-.il eontests have occurred, and yet np'siu-
irle ollision between races or opposing par-
tic* has interrupted tbe general peace. The
stability of this Government, its capacity ; and
ilo mil to maintain order, to enloree equal
justice aud proteet personal right, liave been
habitually recognized aud trusted by all races
and conditions of tbe people. The general
health has corresponded with tbe rare salu¬
brity of our climate. Tbe interests of, public
rtlucation have coutinued to prosper^ As
^r as Executive authority can extend, un¬

necessary expenditures are being lopped off
aud jnst administrative reforms advanced,
iucb ebauges in tbe body of the organic law
a." may respond to the demands of experi-
tuct- will complete the etiiciency of the do¬
mestic government.
On tbeotber hand, the material interests

o( large; portions of fhe State are still pro-;
loundty depressed. In many sections agri¬
culture has af^ain contended with unfavor¬
able seasons and proved unremuDerative.
Tbe laboring classes bave not yet reaped tbe
prosperity their toil deserves. Tbe gTowtb
»f our cities and town?, and the revival of
trade aud commerce, are retarded by tbe same
tattles which depress tbe productive power
ol tbe State. A money-famine still pervades
most depaitments of business; and tbey suf¬
fer from the want ofa circulating medium suf-
ti wit for readily movingcrops, effecting sales
ofproperty,and adjusting current transactions
ot interna"! trade. At the same time dispro-
imrtionate and enormous revenues, In tbe
>bai>e of special taxes upon several of the
leading industries, are being drawn from the
Stite uy tbe Federal Government, and tbe^
drain some of tbe sonreeaof her prosperity.1

it is in tbe face of these and other Obsta¬
cles, within and from without, apd it is by
laborious struggle?,tbat Virginfe Is emerging
tromtbe disasters of the war.f In view of
our genial soils and climate, our unsurpassed
agricultural, mining, manuia^tdrlng.- and
coameicial resources, it c^nnbt' bfl 'que^-
tioned tbat atsome future period, either near
or r< mot e, Ibis- State will embrace ais great
wealth, prosperity, and lJoweras any oiher
equal arer. in either hemispbere^f the globe;
T&e iuil development of those resources'
dejieuds greatly upon the wisdomarid exreK
tious of ourown people.'1 It is, in large mea¬
sure, tor ourselves to determine,' by the pol¬
ity aod tbe practice both of the Government
aud the people, whether the eoxping-era ot
prosperity shall dawn upou tbe present or
only u}h>b a future generation, i Undisheart.
coed by past calamities or present emhac-
rawmetitH ; ebeered and strengthened by tlie
virtue of a people whose courage and honor
bave endured without hurt tbe sternest
proofs ; above all, relying firmly on that
Providence without whose help our utmost
labors are vain, let us address ourselves to
tbe task ol devising all the relief whfaib<good
government can aii'oid an impoverished
-late. ...

FINANCES. .' «1 »i.: .'

Id the proceedings of the fate conference
Willi bondholders, herewith transmitted^will be found an elaborate exposition tof the
debt, taxation, and' financial eonditiob of the
Commonwealth, wliicb 1 addressed to' that
My. A<i a repetition of its contents here
would serre but to consume atid tfr
duplicate labor, reference is ' tpudtf to that
paper for such detailed statements sUgJ
ftfsiion9 in relation to tbe finances as -would
otherwiHe appropriately appear fa this ipte-

Tbe report of public Officers for1tbelast fiscal jcar, submitted Herewith, ftirti.Uba1' the additional hitormation requisite 4br a;dear cotaprebentrton'of the conditio^dp
I'oWlcthittnces.
When the contcbts of alMh6tf<^jxtofs are

ronMdered, it will become manifest that IB©
tuost guarded tconoufy 'id' tiety appSnoprta^Hod, and tbe strictest &tc'br: etety potfwbleWHirct of revenoe; arc iie4jes>ary 'in ord^r'td
^rry the State successfully through the
acuities of tbe new lineal jear. ' V,

confjebekc* wit^ Bpirro^o^EBSi.The coherence, convened pursuant,M»> theauthority conferred at Jiour !u*t ses*fa>ib.W8well attcuded, and of tbe debt held botb,l9i
wuutry unit in J£u«>pe a l*J»g propQr-woo «i« either directly or jn*Ji*estfy, wprfrmmMA» this was a strktly buslnew meeting fee?[W(*b Ute agents «t tbe State apd the bopdrJjo uern, convened to considerJJS** and aensiUye-as jtbfc4>ubJic faith, an4

iwwto into e»M©gicc}., timmh*J{» admtlje d**cordwii Irttereal* ofdi&w.*\ <* crediJU^itiWiW jC^uJCd' *><*&rn HO determined by tbe confereelbe frw;dom of_iJa consultations ana
h^oyW be.d^tSr f2W«fc%I.li r '^ OO Cr^tUtor YV H» fiKUKSfa.tfiitfo /pejw»r.;XfJei

inu ? . departments were isviU10 lU deliberations, 11 Lt actton of tbe conference was unaai-

mous, and it was as satisfactory ns the most
sanguine of its originators had predicted or
hbped for. It has done much towards v in- ,dfeatiug the Integrity of the State and toln-
iroduce confidence, good feeling mid af»plrifcof cooperate in the reUtioua between the
Governments.! the public creators.. A1-.ready, the obligations of the State' are con¬
siderably enhanced in market value, . TI If legislative action shallgive to the planproposed by the conference the nature of. a
contract between, the State and? the publiccreditor, or any.kjge portion pf/them, then;1
to the extent of such readjustment it will

^ ly proportion our presenUi^Utfeatoonr
sent resources ; and, it will postpone; the
taucot unpaid interest Uutii the 4»creas.

l*g ability the State, shall be sufficient to
meet it . u ia-jccommeniled. that -effect be
$ven to this plan by appropriate enactment,to continue in operation unless, and uptil, ft
may te superseded fry any still better adjust-

( r . RECAPITALISATION OP TKS DEBT. i,

. A recent correspondence between -this
ofKee and the accredited agent of the Ame-
rican Bond-funding and Banking Associa¬
tion (limited), of London; is herewith com*:]
inunicated. . It Will be been that tb6 Associ¬
ation offer to retire and > recapitalize the
Hewly-ai9noie£j debt proper in-new uniform
obligations payable in1 thirty yesfla and
bearing an annual <iAterestof fourpercentumsterling. * The detail* 6T the pb»n! are embo-
dped in the 'draft of a bill which forms part1
of ti» correspondence* Thoy are'strtngent,'
and without doubt would insure punctual <

complin nfce w i ib * the new Obligations. Of |
course the bill should *be amended in many
minor particulars.fench a^ the one subject-
ihg the State to fciiit in a Federal 'courtj and*
others which' might be mentioned/ But its
provisions being thus amended involve oo<
important stipulations, no relinquishment of
authority,.no remedies against liie State, for-
Which precedents may not be found In the
tybituai legislation of the past. " "><- ';,>J

; My own information is notsuch as to'war¬
rant the expressionof any 'positive 'opinion
:tS to. thei natureand character of this asso¬
ciation^ or as to its ability Us carry the pro-
nosed plan into successful- execution. The'
plan itself .is, in my judgment, ! just and ex-1
pfcdient, and with proper amendments :lt'.
o^ight to be adopted, provided its propound¬
ed shall first clearly and conclusively show,
that' the v* HrfciiMe' to afccomplJsh itj"and buenL
to "be Entrusted; With it:

(

-

; It is stibmTtfed that if this pirtlcularoffer
is not accepted the Ex'efeutire 'should'he*
cjothe d with authority to contract with any
other parties of -undoubted responsibility
for the retirement of the debt on terms tint
less favorable to the Commonwealth than1
tho*e now proposed, with the amendments
suggested. Reason exists for the hope that'
ajucb an adjustment of the debt can be
'efflVcted. -{ ! ? ",f:i

j If creditors surrender the bonds they now
bold.on the terms.,proposed theft would, re;
{|ye good and valuable consideratioij for the
irf^nder. , They'would receive bo'nas wi^h

t f&ttfcr Security Stf4 greater market .value
tMn'thdse they nbWbord. They would re¬
ceive the full interest agreed on with 6lr-
tainty and punctuality ; whereas they now
ijecelve but part of the agreed interest with
constant Uncertainty and irregularity1:] On the other band; such an arrangement'
would ultimately and largely relieve the
State of burthens which are greater than can

l|e carried at this time, while it would sub¬
ject the State to no greater immediate obliga¬
tions than can be met by the due exertio%of
its taxable resources in conjunction with a

rigid economy of administration. It is in
win to arguo that' this! arrangement ties up;
bur bands. Our hands are worse tied up al¬
ready., It unties and relieves us of tbe most
disastrous entanglements in which our
dnances were ever involved.

,,
It su»>stitutes

dew obligations, which we can perform, for
fisting obligations which we catfnot now
perform.
; In,au important sense the State has now
Cached the crisis of it& fortune.". We can¬
not longer postpone th^ inevitable task ot
grappling decisively 'With tb&'finjmcial pro¬
blem. i -It -nmst be- mastered by* -a* solution
hich will settle it at once and forever. -No
imposition of the pu'olic indebtedness short
f.tbe dreadful alternative of repudiation
nwell be worse or more obnoxious to alb

concernedthan the present. Enterprises of
greatmagnitude, capable of developing dor¬
mant ibut .vast resources within; tbe "State,
are now paralyzed by such- continued finan¬
cial throes i tns alarm capital Thei tax-re-

Ieivable coupon?, while wholly unsatisfactory
0 creditors who : really bold tbem as an in¬

vestment^ are fast becoming mere pabulum
£>r. vicious*. speculation and stock jobbing
$moug our own people. They are being
bought up and thrust upon the Treasury in
forge amountsattire luost^nopportune. pe-
iods of each Ustfal vcar. thi^s they pe-
lodipally threaten to" suspend the opera-
_ons.of the Government ; and 'their further
fleet is tp creafe ln <?ur didst combinations
terested in resisting any'fr2djU8tment,,of
jedebt* If we ftrrther postpone a finab-
al settlement we engender «ich internal
ifiitiuities and- agitations sas^may . bo strong:
Hough to tear the ivituls of the State. JDe»
if in making an.adjustment of itself 'inulM-
lies obstacles in the Way of the adjustment
1 prompt and decisive adjustment brings
rder out of cbaos, repose out of strife, and1

its own vigor enables the State; -to fulfil
e adjustment. iiir CJc i<uuH i

When at the beginning of your present
biennial term you assupaed J be lawtmaking

j >ower. jou, found, for tbe iirst lime in tbe
liistovy of the Commonwealth, its ability'to

i naintain its existence imperiliedLVUsfiuances
n confusion; its credit prostrate at home
j ind abroad ; its integrity aspersed ; lis bon<js

, lisbonored In the Uiarkets 6f the world. A
'olden opportunity invites you to bring th#
>ayment of tbe public debt fairly within the
ibility of the State.; tosubstituteethe policy:
>f permOTene^atabilityy-and repoSe for that

>f vascillation, uqcerrafatyi'aud strife ;;to re-

;over « the withdrawn confidence of the
nonetary world, anci to assure auph an in-,,
lux of capital aqdVimmftiralion as. will jrch
itore more than pristine - prosperity and
itrength to tte Commonwealth. I invoke
the most determined exercise of all your col-
ectivc ability to aelfleve these end?.' A suc^
«ssful .Hcttlement 0(;the pHbiic Indebtedness
will bestow greater positive good than any
tingle legislative service /rendered .the State
with(n the.i)resent ceuthry. It will entitle
rou to the plaudits-of n gnttefui ^eop^-and

nit your; '^qiior towill transmit
posterity;!.* ' ' "

r.i i.taxation; ' mu

I commend to yoar,eareftrt cmteteeratloq
Ife plan of taxation J reported , {he 'Srpia?
jrerand Auditor of Public Accounts, in re-

: ipoose to a resolution j&P'tW House of Dele-
Sdea.: u#;> uti f .iiir-imjA la to* fl& t'i
Tbe proposed .plan dispenses With She pm

ieat*^^i»d:i«njferausaa wclLas uoeertkfiv
node ;aw&s#inj£i personal property U it 4*
iropiisfid toJ-vthe taxation iOf personaltyin
u^hj proportion to reaHy aa experience in
>lber ooun&rtesanid careful calculations prove
Oibe just.,* Tbe pian'wiMnot 4ncrea.se exist-
Dg burtticDs, but it is expected to.diatribute
Ueoo:ioore fttf}j>aiaong> individual tax pay*
?rs, wintelt wAUsave much of<tl»eexpensed
toe propflfcayateHh u> h«'M)^Wm Yu
Tbe report further proposes to supply, as

far mpomtototfiMlwrteatt deticieneyiu tbe
Fxeasttrp tywibsUtQtiia&fortbe present,*ew
indadditional taxes,upoa wioes and liquousL
NTo other atilject.bearp vtstation widbauofc
jeslaklfcj nod with fiofjittiafkfconpenienise to.
:he geaertd public as:stfnmbnts and uar-
:otiue, / The t tajuUtia» pioposed would* ^
Hit tUgbDyJLM Jdl^fettin tbe ordinary
ttfisumpttan of spWtaous Jiquofs. white; it
Kou&Jcertakrty go foptowarda reBeving tbe

1 imbarrassment of the Treasury, ;

Jur tbfe^6nfiwto#is6rAttention ls»calfed
oJMie» Bedewirf tefey to whatever' dfc*
urtment may be proper, >the uutbority lo
mforee the due WMftwanfc ml co/leetioa of
SWT "byiotffl? offlcew; « Experience shows
hat It Is not impossible for Wb- officers &
disregard, or even set at detijuce, tbe in-

structions of tbe Auditor ofPublic Accounts.
The collection of the revenue mightybe sus-
pend.nl in it district, and t£e public business
mibjected toseribus Jnwiwcplenoe %ttdeorf«
fusion, /or want of the needful' apborfty to
enforce due compliance with tbe law, ih^ueb
owes. Proceedings,In ' tbe '

Counts, . with "a
view to . tbe removal of such officers, afford
rio adequate remedy In cafes pf tills nature,
^bSc^ require prompt a'eijon in, order to
prevent injury to, the Slate. ./T^pp^ersjiquld be lodged in the proper department
to suspend or remove the recusant ofl$eer for
causes to ie rcviewfid ^'tbe Lcglslitu^fti \\}

!>])¦ CBIM1NAL EiPBKBKS, ;71 : >3 ifctf
The que itlon- is-worthy of conridentioD

whether the payment of criminal expenses
out of the -Gvneral Treasury do&not ope¬
rate unequally and unjustly by etustag tb&
more orderly somimroities to bear an undue
share of those burthens.' 'ft? is believed if
such charges were imposed upon the aun¬
tie* and corporations respectively they would
be reduced by a more directed watchful
ebonomy; while increased interest'and Tlgi^
lance would ibe dfrected to- the buppreffeion
of1 crime. ">It< is dlso probable that- fides* find
cither punishments -Jess costly 'than >Mhab;of
imprisonment would be more generally
^islted,upon« toe minor offences. ^Certainly
ip tbe embarrassed coridttfon of the Qeberal
reaaury it should 'be" stripped -of every
large which without injustice may beeltfter!
loaferrcd or difjeontinu'ed. 1

I ^
id'rej^^upoir^ manage
ecnt of,'j*$iir3. in theJ^pmeni of tbe.^pV
I s$>mitjted feerewipV.J;'Jrte author of,
ie(^tatc,tnent, whl^h cona^tutea ih^body^l

e>,report/performed 'singly all the
iiiaot work, qf 'ijifa ibvesfiga^ui tybicfun-
Ifeu great,labor, an'4 be.per^orcp^d;. it jWitb-

. . orougbness ant} uuqommq'a, ability. -ftfe.
natter of bis cpbqpensaU.Qtt is submitted to
the. general Assembly,,witiytbe r^mppeno-aiiori'tbat It'jbe ina(fc , ^ilrly ^ .correspond;
fwith^e magnitqije and yafue of; his ser.-j

i M'#>J Vi;i a, JUuiiJ Jiiulsi: t>J hp t'tiS hit
i 1 The report (lisclppes an.^additional item ofi

Joss in connection wit U the Jiite ^fajcation,
4 ^ discov^ajMutficiqpcos .iii tbe manner

which iowe apcoupt^Vofjthe Qover,niflent:
ve been kept, There is noreasonto doubt

the in^cgrijlypf.apy officer nqwftbargqd with,
the accounts referred to. But every branch
of tbe receiving and disbursing, business J0.fr
tp.e Government iljqujd be provided with,
speh checks and precautions as will carry;it
safely through tbe eontingencieg of all com¬
ing time. Tbeobject of weH-arrapgejl,checks
imd balances in tbeacbounting system of .tbe(Government is tqguafd/Pgainst thejufirmi-,
ties of iumau nature and to inake.it irnpoa-
si ble that mis take,or .defulcatiop: fsbooid ever
dccur without j being, foilp.wed, or rather^tepded,.py,Quick detections .The presents^:-
Um tor receiving and disbursing, the gepejeal
revenues is believed to be as nearly perfect as
5'racticable ; but the report points out de-

cts relating to bhejmblicxlebtandto speelai:
mds wbicb.-call-for ceform.v ma t-?

| In view of tbe, diversity of the. public
Snds, and tbe liability to error and derange-;

t
ent in the several management of sucb,

numerous and to some:jextent:.:discoQnectetl).
operations, some.,officer of the Government/
ought to be charged; with ^he,duties >of genei.
ral contrplleff witfb poyy«r to unitize all our,
qur financial ppera^iops. ,u<iK' i . vii!.'--! :
] It would be true eepp pmy, to attach such
salary to the .office >as vypuld command, the
best order of 'ability. , i. ^o«iit uiS! bn

] PLAN FOR PBOTIDINQ A 8TATE CURIlkNCr. j
j The plan for providtag' ^ConstitUtidina!State currency^ prepdlreii' h# Ipc Treasu'ref
at iny request, is submitted for your cbnsider-'
at ion . It Is believed its curefOlly-guarxled
qnactment would relieve' tine of the most'
grievous wants of our ped pie.

I It is in vain we are told tha^.a supply, §f
national currency cau be obtalned by li?s)
Qothplyin{> Willi the jfequiremente of th^partjonal banking law." " Siich ' counsef is as /n^Tectual as tbe advite to a starving and des¬
titute man to buy bread for c*sh. It is lm-
possible for a pePple stripped of their means

3ad loaded wltb debt to procure national
onds to be exchanged for national ' cur¬

rency. Among the people ofJ the inferio^'
in many portions ot tbe State, the business
3f society is transacted on the most primitive;
rinciples of barter.- ,l" ' >

j If the State carrency soould have \eis
tendency than national banknotes' to flow
off and be swallowed' dp by eomtnei*cial 'cen-.
tires outside the .Commonwealth It"^is'feup-rfosed that inconveni^nde mfgtitbc sUCCtess-
fblly endUTfed.' J,i ;!

; It may beisafely|asserted that the proposed
spbeme irifring'es' no ia»v br cdcfstitutioti,
J'ederal or -State. Leas skilftilly matirred

f lans hive* been adopfed - by othfer States'
within the flastf few years, and 'are said 'to
tiavew6rk^beneficially." -J, ; ,H>'\
.: oi L-i iwHlr. Oti IKtR efilMHi iHilxu >

1;..; amjfjiaYLiafp. boq^p^tMm
The .arbitrators chosen tPifix tbe ^disputed

l uq ,jOf i;boundary;;between: Maryland and'
l rirglq»ahave organizediibysqlectibg an»um**

( ifCi buM advisedof their further-
progress in the important business of thfear*1

t itraUan. :>,&* diffictokies ha^rei arisen, and
i ra co^taatly, liable: to arise,'between'tbe
( iti^QU^ <Afj the itwo. States. Wltbin. tbo areas'

claimed 5by .both, it ia greaUy*!to bo desired
t Imit «4te: peudittg: arbitration tie brought to a

^lose as speecUJy aa may be icouvenietit -aetd
pricUcab^.ii' '. s Ui*» om ".u1.
Op {he JUthjO^Septemtor Jast ai party- of-

citizens of this State, understood to be tbe
©owe, iofi.an inspeettir, arrfested nevbrial citi-

2 eps;Of ;Marjlaod, on PoComotte sound, on-
me charge i<tf,4aking< outers therein in.vio-

I itiqn of theiJaws^ofly&ginia^ ;I» conned
t ion with the arrests ja;jcittzen>or Mary land

was shot, and he has sincadied of the'woudds
t hen received. ) ;Thci circnmstanbe siA ou ali

£ ccountsdeeply;to bedepiqred^the more be*
( tiuse it is alleged that the unfortueato man

\ ^unresisting when- fired: upon, abd iwas
lefts to drill', wounded 'abd- -bleeding,"ab the:
mercy of thewinds and wave?. Tbe other

I ersoas arrested, or *inost- of >tbem'y were
iDdffed.in the; jaibof tAceomac <»unt)'i land
4eW fqr.ti,|ftit)iiai.»tt> !)tii lorf/.u^

linderi the construction which;; in accord^
druje ,wUh;tbe opinion /of the AttorPey-Cle^-
$ral» I'S*ve to the; twenty-second secifon of
l[he aot!iippro.vedi Aprfil tt8, 1814^ kno^wa
ts the oyster-law, it was improper^to ar«

i est citizens .of .Mainland for taking oys-
laya., in the ^waters ot lthe -.Poconioke.
^hiler-it i?.jCoiu}eded: L-all: side* that-
the act extended to :citizens of Maryland1

i he nrivileire ,of .4aJcine.i byBtees -in JOP^oi-:

wwtKBSm3<ie5 notexteecT to the release of any fine or
torfclture, and w the further prosecution of

the proceedings was calculated to foment
most unfortunate excitemeotbetween the$6ople of th/e twp.'StAtes ,.o'n that border,

dlously. effected .an arrangement by-.woicbthe fcrlsobers wiere releasedand the boatsreStoredto their owners', aspurdjiwers.sub-ject to an appeal-'from the,judgment of con^fiction'. . One of tbe cases yet remain's to be
led, and sljnUarjases mayartee at any time
tlWtL|<)caUtf Without, waypower on the
rt OF tKe ExecolTye Do-prevent them. Tn-

M,thar. judftW cans,tractionifen tq the law by the County Court,of Ac-
amac fcMridq ''vyt&erifo , jt Vmay well , betetloned, whether rurtber Executive inter-^tionwouJd be proper,even if it were

view cir alMe '(^umsfances it Is 'tW
amended as. important in the Interest of

.» , v. ..

I

, render;1bo l
ue,meaning of the controverted section of
he jaw clear toall.beyopddoubt.
It will be found that the! legislation of tbe

task'. bM -repeatedly embMC^' .Pocomokeojiiuf-wftmn the designation, of 'PpcomokeIyer, ln'tfie compact betweentbe two
states, flt the year. 1785, :all the wafers of
he Pocomoke were treated, as Pocomoke
ijtffi'rj '^ttiough oysters have, not; .existed
n those waters < xcopt in w!;aL is called tEe
ourid,' the LegklaL^^jWitbput referring to
t^e ^dun^bynamp orrecognlzing tbe exists
(Dceofauch a loail designation, regulated oreferred' jfr in jpooo-
noke river, bv that name, in acts pasaed in
.819^620!. I83i,!an4)<jn i .18^, and in1(tfie
bdq ,qf 18ia>)gnd1pf)l18fl0; whUf) feather,HV7 i »> l J.*
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cts the oyster-beds are /.efefredi.tfi and de-
ribed as located in tbe rivers of] the Com-

_,oowealtjb. Jn ^et, ,many4)C,our,jFiver8 are

(n large .part l)ut' aruo* ,of .ihp. great, Chesa¬
peake baR,qr, settj,and,inplude what might

i be m0;e,. teehnical)y, ciklledv80unds ; but in
ihe habitual legislation of the past all their

t Waters jare comprehend under the, single
Came of rivers., , Djd the Legislature Intend

i by, tbe twenty-second section oftbe.actof
ihe IStb of April, ^874, to subvert the legal
Nomenclature .of tbe past,,of was it intend¬
ed to-givje to citizens pL ifiarjland the prjyi-.
fege :of taking oysters in that part of the
faterri.of the Ppcomoke wherein alone they
re.to.be found? : «Hit! <\ j..i, , .ft ;
So much. excitement has grown out of

l^ene questions tljat .prompt and thorough
gtetytiqp,, is required twhicb. will; at once

s irpfqlly guard the rights andbueresjs .of the
people of Accomac.apd preserve peace and
good feeling. between the citizens o^ the.' two
States respectively. tl recommend the pas-
sageof an act,extending,to,citizens ofMary-
land the .privilege of taking oysters in all tbe
waters claimed by. both States,,and expressly
deluding Pqcomoke ny;er.and aotindioiyl
bayi but^xtepdingpu?bpriy.Uege8 only until,

i me true line'qC;boundajy sboH be finally as-,
i etfained, apd qpon, condition ibat Maryland;

f ball, by legislation, afford like protection to:
. flje citizen* of Virgipja in tbe possesion of;

cbe same, benefits. .'t )it; m:: j. n.if
In tbbieonnection I call attention , to the,

Uct, that al) control;aver every important,
i aatter pertaining i to inter-SLate. relations.

H he. .wiiole of what may be termed the di¬
plomatic power of tbe Slate. is lodged in

Ihe Legislature exclusively. Such^ lo.dg-
lentof .the power may be. well dqring the

actualsessionsof the Legislature ; but during
the periods of legislative recess the Execu-

jivei;Department, should l>e entrusted with
at least so mucb authority as may. beueedfuM
jn dealing^witb emergencies ajad paintaining
peacefiil aivd ei®,ident re|atf,ons with' other
States; should b^' empowered to control all
focal officers not judicial ; and, liy an exten¬
sion of the pardoning powe^, to remit fines,
penalties, ari^prjfeitures as often as justice
andr right In. conjunction with comity to
anptber State ma^ demand'.' Such additional
executive puwers" could only be. exercised
under due responsslbllity/to the legislative
department^ and itisuot likely they would
be abused.', Ji, .Vj^v..,V..'..rVI ...j|
I PARDONING POWER.

JEsperience.9howsitbat(in cases of applica-;
ion to/ pardon representations of tbefacts I
bich >are often 'incorrect and sometimes '

udulent and well odculated. to mislead
ro addressed tOstbo Executive., ^ven papers
Wctb forged signatures havet been;resorted to
msucb cases. . More certain means of ob¬
taining both sides off the merits of each case

ought to be prosided, by. Iaww»i Jt is sug¬
gested that, notice of every, sucb application,
of tbe grounds of it, and of < the time.of pre¬
senting it. should be well: advertised for^a
jrescribed time in tbe county or corpora-
ion from which. 4t emanates, and that- tbe
vritten opinion of, the, judge and attorney

i Or the Commonwealth connected wltn .the
rial sbonld be obtained,, before tbe case is
considered by. thp£xeooti?e*< ;< < ' j 'iv Y

r.i {li.H -BIJREJlIJ OF SfATJ^ICS.
No GovernmebP» ttin be'^darried on witb

ntelligent and equal justice to outclasses;
ectiOns/land' interests without) the means of
electing stated and accurate reports>of $be
note important ' operationsf Of society. A
)tfrean of statistics should be of-gBnized.nnd
ibarged with tbe business of wiiT&ctiag,
classifying, anti pr«tervta^ fiucb mrtfctilars

- eTfttfug to production, transportation,'inmi-
actuiw, trade/ ahd'otber > interests as'would
essentially aid tbe B*gisikture'!ff regtifattog
w^3sments,^nd tases^Bd^otber matters' of
general importance. -niwo
2Fcircularwas addressed from this office

,o the clerks ofthe circuit and county courts
sailing, for 'information in regard to judicial
tales of lands, and the Indebtedness which
>ccasioned"such sales. Full answers would
lave gofae far towards testing* tbe correct-
iess Of- tbe present assessments of lands in
dl parts^of .the State, as well^as the condition
>f the people and their ability to bear taxa-J
ion. j A number of the clerks returned full

i inswerr; for wbicbthey are entitled to pub¬
ic ttianks, if not' more substantial recogni-
ion. »A mHjorUy-' failed lo make any response,vbtld some refused to answer because no

i my vfas provided- for the service."
Jlf it be deemed inexpedient to create a

tureaii of statistics at this time» authority
i .ught td be given to require answers in sucb

( aseslandvV need be, to compensate the ,ia-
Uor tbey involve.
In this connexion. I renew.my former re-

( omnjendadon iu behalf of the Stale Board
of Health? . : :

; ; | ! 1
. !r> ; l penitentiary; :

It will be seen iromtne report oi we du-

?crtntetident of the Penitentiary- that this
DstitDlion &till creates a charge on the Trea-
ury i but in fairness allowance should he
lade /or the late, financial pantc throughout
be cduintry, which has measurably curtailed
La business; and;earning?, j f .

Of {the two 'contracts heretofore! entered
?to fy. the: Stated atndi by each jof which- it
r&s agreed trt hire *hi«ee hubdre<i -'convicts
crccratractors, uufyqnewaa revocable. This,
at ij leaked, and. IUp consdcts.h^ve beetf
eiet to the same connectors at pfUjes about
oi^bje tbos6;i>re,vCf)ns|y obtained.? Sr,& {£
It in desirable- that ,the law be so amende^

i s to admit of!ibe luring out of coqvicUseq-
j enced-to over ten years' imprisonments s

I also recommend that the board of dfrec-
1 3TS ortb^TKOtiienmrybc .attoitebedr&nd

jatai board to be composed-Qfoflkers of
ie Government be requfred to supervise

: od direct its management. Besides the
< conopy ot this change, it^demanded by
< ther considerations too ebvioas to need re-

uui.L,
Pufadvsrtlsesient:h&s beenujade accord*

i jg td law for proposals for Jhe removal of
I 1a penitentiary^ But while the Advertising

1 as bbrue Inconveniently on tte :ci?il con-
I nge^t fund no -proposal has been received

i i response to it. f Jc'7-
Yonr favorable attention to thegreat cause

< f reform in^prison discipline is cordially
l BCOttjmended.

t Mij

I Qgjitl
t -icted immigration.

I renew the recommendations of my first
*

message on tbls subject. Tbe Stite should
be its own immigration agency, through a
board of its own officials, collecting and freely
disseminating to actual and prospective immi¬
grants ait desiredifnrprmatioa: in an authentic
form; attracting by effective , sub-agencies
middle-class immigration from abroad: guid¬ing such immigrants to.settlements ip con¬
tiguous small farms with perfect titles ; guard¬ing; them against ail imposition ; and wel¬
coming to our State,, with a warm receptipn
and continued good offices, ail honest immir

g fonts* of whatever, nationality and of what¬
ever,religious or political fajth.i .&>} ..&#
£AIL«OAJ> AND OTHER TBANSPOBTATIOtfCOM-

Transportation companies afforjlfncessant
nd indispensable aids lo almost every int&-'
,st of society, and their usefulness should be
Quelled by no unjust or Harsh legislation.
Bat they are under the law of public sery)-£ide, and all persons, both corporate and na¬
tural^ should be bound to know that while
none are',so' weak as to be benealhj tftepro-teC$6n,of the Government, none,are so strong
4*10 be above ila power. \\ .

{ Frequent and! general complaints allege
gross. inequalities in the charges oh'some of!
tibe railroads. It 'would be ub^st to compel
railroad companies, to charge the same' rate
per mile for long.and 9horff distances^ .be-,
Cause one of the chief elements of cost' to th$Railroad .'la* that of handling, which, !iSvih'e
same, for .short asYpr Ibng distances. Aftd so4s to" the transportation of passengers* the,Cost of the facilities' furnished for snort ins¬
tances would; probably not 'be,compensate^fif the sa'qa'e rate were charged for ali 'qls--fuice^ : « I f,V" >t '-,.j} But while these views are duly ^espectedi'
there need , be no such discrimination^igaiast aboht,distances as are in fact prac;.6ced in.this State. Some companies are anjj|,to charge more for 'sjabrjt'ttiao, for lohgVdjSvRanees'.,. This should be pr£n;enUd[by(^f'm;Iigent and effectual legislation/ ,$o company,
should be aljowed tP:C^ge'ior'{my.'a^an|^
Over its 'road,' for' eiloer ireignt or

' passep-'
gers, a greateiysop) in excess, of. the pro ratp.
charge . for,'the w,bplp or' any part of.,]ijs;li)nc,
of road thlanjittaybe ascertained to be proper
and fixed by law.
No general complaint is made, in respect

lo railroad charges where competition exists,
but legislation .should interfere to>prevent
whatevier.upjust discriminations and exac¬
tions are practised, at points where competi¬
tion does not insure, proper charges. ,

j It is said.tnat railroad, companies evade
legislative restrictions, and by tbeir devices
practically set at naught the inventions ofi
legislation to prevent unjust discrimination,
t is our duty to protect, the, people of this*
Commonwealth, and to secure to our oWii
ities such.advantages as, from theiri location
nd proximity to trade, rightfully belong Co
hem. Discrimination may neutralize every
idvantage they &ave, and. render, hopeless-
be acquirement of any other tradein lien of,
hat wrongfully wrested from them, if onU*
ary. legislation in the,way:of fines and pro-
ibitions will not reach tlie evil, let an
(ficient police be maintained on each road
t its cost, and< let the criminal .law of the
Jouimouwealth.bc applied so.thatithe prison
oors sbalJ be opened to all who contrive or
i. any manner aid and abet the injustice*
bese companies cannot escape the law of
ublic servitude, and they cau be reached by
igislation, which on the one hand; should

e just and oven liberal to the railroads, and
uthe other should be so moulded as cer-

inly to. prevent injury to trado oijinjustice
f.the people. » i. ¦ .¦>¦.» b .

A; bill was reported, but not acted on, at
jour last session, which provided ior a com-

mission, to examine into the management)and
business of the railroad companies, and' to

Kke annual reports to the Legislature as to
sir condition, charges, and proceedings.

Such laws have been successfully.! executed
and tested in other States, and have resulted
beneficially. <¦ i m Is
! INSPECTIONS OF TOBACCO.

Sjich defects exist in the present system of
nspectiog tobacco as call for legislative #or-
.eclion. The legislation of tbe .piist ,fiyi-
ilepces a settled purpose to preserve andper¬
fect the sy stem or inspecting tobacco, under
;he authority of the (ioverumept notwitb-

i itpndfiqg the tendency to dispense with many
>tber puhlic inspections. The ..reasons ana
'acts which {uphold this policy.' arp under¬
stood to be;,the great iuuportapcp of this
leading , .'staple^ so largely exported
from the State j; its exceptional nature as

an. article V of merchandise and manu¬
facture its numerous; grades i% respect of
jcharactcrand. value ; the liability to mistake
and other irregularities in sampling and pre¬
paring' it for marked the imppss^'iljUy of
"knowing or inspecting its value when, once
in market without stripping and breaking its
ibu'lk, and the advantage of haviqg it strips
ped and fairly, examined and broken, and
Slaving fair samples drawn from it by sworn,
bonded, and. silled officials, *?)^ staud ,&$¦
impartial ; agents betyyeei} the ,8eller , and
faqyer, and can have no interest in the qi*es?.
Mop's t^ey. decide. It" js.he^.tbgt'jjueHjin-
ipeclions are necessary to attest fairly the
K>^i^ion apd.fifaaracl.Qr of th^ tobacco ;. that
beyvyill eqiw![yjprotect the «}$er#p'd buyer
igajn'st ,Imp^ition ; 'will rcop^'nifind ,cpn (it.
lenye,and; facilitate . .spies jii, Jh^'flMrkctg/at
ome/and' t^oadj-apd will, promote its prp-
.uctlon by preserving tbo high. reputation
f the tobacco gyrown influs State. .,j
It is alleged that the statute as1now framed

s in many respects defective, easily evaded;'
tnd often disregarded. It is alleged that the
napections: are unduly, controlled, by the
>wnera or lessees of warehouses ; that the
ipirft, if not the letter, of .the law iaiYiaJafcsd
jy &.common practice of-allowing drawbacks:
>r rebates to middlemen, by whtcb the pro-
Jlucer or,seller is taxed more for rasrK'Ction
ban tie net -sum actually re«M?ca on that
ccoont at. the warebc-sae ; and that, itose
ind other. irregul<u practices impair -the
wine andcbaraO<:r of tbe inspections, ope-
.ate to tbe injur/ of. both seller snd buyer,
ind 'impose w/ongtul burdens on produc¬
es. Liill .». i .;l»t .»' ;.L i f .'{.

ISyery. .wan house is represented by an in-
ipector chose a by its owners and coinmls*
lioned oa -their nomination, ana it is my
iuty; to fill' the other i vacancies annually
trising tinder tbe law by appointing- another
lupector for each warehouse on ' bebaif -of
he State. It, lilling appointments of the
atter class I have;aimed 10 select !suci» men,

13 are representatives ef-.the; planting and
>ther important inerests involved, and such
lsiwould certainly put an eod to tbeirrega-

! ar practices complained oL < It is:not under-
i tood that the owners af warehouses or theft-

lessees- allege! aught. against the litness or

eofib ofthe appointees thus ebosea'on behalf
1 iCtfeaState, Tl&t the owners orlesseessbotfld

I rititting:cases, oppose: tti& inspection. ofito-
1 loeccJatTflietr Warebcmses by th<3 appdiBtees

I bssodmsea ; ; that rtbey should » oppbse to*
t pectipns ^y anyappointees on behalf of t6e<
: tote .exoepVtlioteof their own dictationf
1 hat: thfiy ,should seek to- close wace-

I louses and convert them intoipritate efitab»
I isbmpxfia- rather than submit Ho > appoint-

1 oents. thus made-according ito ' law, and
1 atber than consent; to any ireforms^in the

] ireaent isyStem.these, circumstances- afford
< (themselves a reasonablespresqinpUon that

hedigged abuses do exfet; and should be
1 irougbt at once under tbe restraining band'

C,j&e la«?ji .0 jd ift dtv, ->41'' mit J f

ilJbe coste and .«han?e* >for 1handling -and
oftpeeiitig tobacco have g«deraiiy amouttcd

1 Oi more activatethan at public wasohouses.
7et tbe charges allowed by law'sfcpublU;

' fafeboaftf*.. white: less thanOikiB charges to
1 User, Sbdefi,;aoiply co»pensat6 a lfeoroogb
1 ospeeilowi lt.iscte« ^tot'tbo'iioppectioiiB

... ^

l&tiens: conseouetHly ?lhe warefeoaseS J iif'tbo
citics eodchicJi iaartsof trade oagltl to- be

lof tJheaame.!d«8s#4«alLpBblieor aMnpr^vate.
\S'ibe®roprifitor« ae&allowedtoliw-by co.GvertiBg public into, private ware-

destroy tie uniformity of tbe system, am
break down tbe credit and usefulness of tbe

inspections at home and abroad. An inves
ligation will show tbat already tobacco Is be
ling habitually shipped by railway lines fron
some of the private warehouses to othei

^t^root' 4e prevfqna^n^ctton re
Quired by law,, thus at oira /annulling th<
objects apd ;t he benefits ofJheiystem. X

early and, thorough rev!
fiori of the law for the inspection of tobaccoand such amendments of the present aysteni
as will benefit all branches of the legitimateobacco business, whether of the country 01
be cities, aud aepure certain and equal pro-^ectwtt lo the.prbdudhg, mercantile, sod
nappfoclufing interests concerned witboulmpairing any just right of the warehousepSppit/ v $.iSSipHSilfciwnftU'lBBsWAW fisuekizs. < Wi-<
It will 'fee1 found necessary to extend the

time now prescHbed for complying with the
prevlsiotas of the act approved April 2fr,1874, to pt'eyisdt obstructions to the free
passage !of fish in the streams of theState.
Plans for ffsb-way^as required by the fourth
section of the act, have been adopted and
Circulated j' but ibe cost ofsuch Structure?
is considerable, and more time, and, if' pos-fibl^ some substantial aid, should be ac¬
corded by law for their erection.
> Your attention is invited to the gr&t valQe
and importance of tbe fishing interests of
the m ito, and the Inadequacy of -~the presentstatutes for tbeir ^reservationi f Some, of the
inore enterprising 'States, with advantagesf.jrfefertoMo ours, have materially increased
thfe food, cdmftjrt, and wealth of their peo¬ple by prudent legislation on this subject,with the exception, perhaps, of one or tWo
fake States ' Virginia includes a larger pro*portidn of iiiland waters adapted to the prO^tetfon of; fish tbatt' Stated; £s!.;
evlry tf&e'tff1 v^iwr ' ib 'c^^^of yielding4nbUalIyj!a greater amqnnt oF human food
(haw any acre1 of tbe tarid'; Competentjudgesestimate thfe Arodtint of food capable of beingbrodWed in oiir wafer?" tS;be greater than
ill tbe;porkahnttanysaveflIm the State. Tbe
esults of hitua! expe'rimtfats in otlier States
rove that fish dfio be;' raised with less trou-
ie and1 cost than other articles of food.
,eSs money than it costs to feed the people
f Rich riioild 'for1 on# day would in skilled
lands suffice to propagate ;aud placc in our
liversTiundreds of' millions '6f the tinest va*
rietl&i of flih. ,i;f :

gltriiigeht' legislation Is needed to prevent
i hrenten^:extera4inati6n of fisb ih'our wa-

ers. ' Ibgerfioos fcdntfWinces are belrig
ised,"often by tjon-residents/.wbich are rap-
diy destrdying' the supply of fish, and un-
ess firrfe&ted they will render our vast and
>tberwise invaluable water areas worthless

i is a source for the supply of fish-food. By
>ne of thfcse contrivances fifty tons of flsb
jave been seen to be taken in a single night.
A* stringent law,' with effectual sanctions

i tnd penalties, should put ah end to the use
f pound, giH, and sta&einetej'fis'b-wefrs,and

II other contrivances which destroy or per-
aanehtly diminish'the supply of fish. The
iw should nqdre effectually regulate and
imit the modes and times of takTng fish, andhould provide for the restocking of our
vhters. '. iHU *'¦ '";l ' iM \ i

' Irecommended th£ creation.WU boiiVid tii
Commissioners pf fisheries, jcvith authority to
fenfdrcfc the execution of 'the la'W'ln respect
to tlie'erection of fish-ways, and the sup¬
pression of unlawful practices in taking fish,
as well as their general propagation. It Is
supposed" that nothing need be paid the board
beyond their actual expenses. But a motrer
fate appropriation is required for procuring
and propagating proper varieties of fish. A
spirit of tbe closest saving to tbe Treasury,
be hardest maxims of economy, dictate such
ippropriation.

; t. j-> -¦*< 'i '
. .

TIIE PltOTECTlON OP SQEKP-BAISING.

} A large proportion of tbe lands of Vir¬
ginia, better adapted to pasturage than to
tillage, would1 contribute very rapidly to the
general wealth If devoted to the uses for
which nature obviously designed them. Bui
pur pastoral lands are seriously diminished

n vJue.andthe importantjnteresfcof sbeep-
aibing is uot only much depressed but in
nany localities abandoned by reason of the
ncreasing prevalence of worthless and costly
purs. It is for the General Assembly to de¬
termine if a principle of political economy[s to be Set aside, and the well-being of tbe
IState and the force of its civilization to be
balked, by such influences as uphold the ex¬
istence of this grievous nuisance. Legislative
attempts to suppress it in the past have bet n
jiborttve, because indecisive and timid, anu
pecause tbey transferred to tbfc arena oi
local and neighborhood politics a question
which ought to have been firmly and finally
Settled by tbe Government far tbe whole
State. - Such legislation provokes the dppo.
pition which defeats its objects and discredit^
its authors.^ The people never (ail to sustain
a measure for their good if its authors so
frame it as certainly to effectuate tbe end ip
view,- and at the same time assume all just
responsibilities for themselves. A law which
promptly extinguishes an 'evil piits an end
to contention over its merits, and its mani¬
fested results and benefits are sure to propi*
late its opposecs. For the suppression of
be intolerable and growing evil In question
recommend.tha passage of an act with such
pergette antUelf-exeeuting sanctlonsaswill

jiake it promptly and certainly effectual and
draw to its enforcement tbe intelligent influ-
fences interested in its object.
: A law should be passed creating a fund in
fevery county, to be keot up by a liberal tax
pjl, idogs, .out of which all losses of sheep
from tbeir depredations should be fully paid
jfor> except in those cases In which the own-
trsof .tbe cuiity animals can be found out

safend Held respondlOi *. v ikj , m t~> ;nra*'**

| ; ; cstfr^AL. vawb-ukb.
r X here with transmit a memorial of the
J.ime^.fllyjer anifi Kanawha Canal Company
asking authority^ by meuw of a mortgage of
its proper ty^tof- annect Lbe canal atiiucbanan
{with the Cb632iM?ake and Ohio railroad at
Clifton Forge bf, an intermediate railway
birty-two rnile^ in length. This short iater-
onnettfnglitr'^ wia brtng the-grandest iron
.nd eoi? betfi<oftbewboleOouotry iota vis¬
ual juxtaposition. It would at once^italize
be inevitable resources of our great Iron

« - O J.***. lit Tltkk

>iurr u/AoMrrv'Me» kv.v u*<Mv

he cheapestpbd* b^t The, 'scheme \£
jjordialiy commended to'your sanction.

'

i The proposed' connection ;nowise conflicts
Witt? the: policy- wbjch ?ookS'ito the oomplo-
Ji0D0f the wat^rUiht^hy-Me'ccmtoon GO-
rernment. It in faeHttrfliert add expedites'
be game gei^rai poller. Jbtos&iWill deny
ibat.it is .peculiarly iocumbeoj^on tie towitb
old.nd'possQjle^d or encouragementwhlct.
ifgbt cobtiib^jo the co^ummation of
iat great work."
The Srates of tbe great- central tier, situ-

-tetl oa ttie aieddie: line of the oonttoenfc,
iUeteJ*iogi;ffoiiiiUhc finest harbor in ttie
worldsAtHamptonBmda.to the centreofthe
ptighty basin of the Mississippi, have as yet
received less of attention; and beneficence
from jthfiiCommon Government than aay
'iUiej equal area of the btates covered byitsj
!uri>dicaoa,. i;?".! .«> ih«i«*vis «.... « v - i v»' ^

ft is fortunate that ibe completion of the!
liddie wwcr-woy, more thin any otfegf ea-
rprtae,.augments the general w«&br wfcife

-« .-* 1

i,s,vm^uMwsiiio pwwv'MWB r»r^r:T
rest section.,. On the iiqe of latitudeW&6&
cnetrates the heart of the fiaestcJlra*teffl9&

Ee rlobttfc agricultural :aad mtodfeiiMg&fefubintbe Union, marked oat and actually
Lastrueted by. tte hand of nature along
Iirely U»e greater part oftfto length Hnfced

I thottsmdaof a»«c8 of rite»i»¥i*Btloo,ti
Ernlsbes the .atertest^ healtMea* Atmpeti*[uiCJktiit, apd best wWep-trana* tot the p&¥
fuels of tbegtea* Westtothe-fuluremp>[iuin cd Uiq AtUntic seaboard. Mojetftaan
nyj)ther<Jhanael of4jara!nefce,iUri!l reach
«t ia.dUtie.-i to States of JMconUnental
3 in, which, now in

¦annually more than a
ityu&heU: ofgrfcUuii&t*Ltieds of steauwioala, a
paclty to transport eif
coal without diminish

infancy, ylddHMInd millions «'

fUcut InaxteOiHlble
I with lis annual***
aUlions of torn oi
I the due proportion

% y

... ?/?.'.$».
,C^;jl2f***iAfrTMAwfa*
MfQfOne iaNrtf«fi.«.. 0. 7® J
o*e« .*.< J

Ooe square, time insertion* 1 ,7fl;
One sqoare, six hmtUagft
pae aqoire, twelve Inaertfcm*.... »»¦>. »«.; ? « »«*£: ® ®0,

! pifefwut^iaeiffo^ AO 00.MPQiti} s^iiare. ihrce moliUw.... ..»..?.

; ¦¦:¦"¦-¦¦ >¦ r*i
of other freights it; will warm and reed the
manufacturing States, and it will locate GO;
the shore of the Cbesapeafca the JargwV
ccastVor the steanwshJppln# oC the world. ,

[-.We have been often and uqjuHfe taa&edin the past. Let our an*wer be given -by
pioneering the development of to^rsrholo
country. - Instead of proviog:<o be abHiacr*
tionista without action, and .obstructionists
without reason, let us Phow to tta> world
that woiia wa hold firatiyjo every gotmnteft
gthe Constitution we jet go forward end

iugumle tbe era of practical statesman¬
ship.
-Ho provincial spirit 5ospirca Virginia.,Her own toss ted 'he work oi founding the;Republic. To-day, with: an impartialBdnd^she grasps the equal destinies of all the sec¬
tions and State*, and she yearns for justice,equalily, and fraternity throughout the land,from Maine to California.
I r' ' ! 'f sfkul ixomiretdtt. .Irrr-.-'t.-'w -,»iy !rV< * .»« 'V.J :-.».. < * It IJjftS V#}>The evils of whet are known as private
and local acts of Assembly, are by no means
limited to the unprofitable consumption oC
time and the cost to. tbe Treasury whicte theyInvolve. Such legislation encroaches uponImportant principles of government gi it is*
almost sure in tbe end to break down the
safeguards of legislative parity,, and it has
proved the fruitful sourco of tbe corruptionhid) is alleged to have invaded tie law-

power elsewhere.
In my earnest desire to.avold aH antajp*S either real or apparent, between, the'

&t$yespa executive depe*uaasbM tor*
quite as farjln; JlcUUnff! Jjayi«owitUun

tvonal. assent .to acts oi ftpeclaA iegfclaWooJa-the past as wiU be possible; under, iny convk"tion&.of duty in tbeiutuacu.. q -Mits mr.y.*
-If the only evil of tbeaystem were its ex*<
jensiveness, then tbe straitenedfoonditlon of:
he finances and the demands Cur practical

omy should arrest it.. The legislation o$,session includes a great mass <afr&ep*4
acts, affecting only particular todivlduata)

localities, or interests, and prcwfcdtng.il*>?
cial relief in each several case of continually
recurring;private and local grievance* -Alii
sucU cases are oasily distributed into classes, >

and all; could be covered by a lew briel(»cn*
lira) Jaws,;wbioh would mare widely and eh
fectuailjr relieve fucb partieulai!g?tevanic«® aa.
they arise, thus forestalling the, necessity .

for special legislationthereafter. Tbe prax>;
tice which now.prevails encumbers thean*
nnul sessions acts with; a great ftsnomifc of,
private and particular, fegJaiattennabldefeidl
of general lnterest as,the minutes of *a localj
court ; -.it engrosses a laege: portion: ofatbe^
time ofeach session ; itenormously inertasefe
the public printing, besides imposing otifcsH
serious burthens on tbe Treasury *, it tpduftes
many persons to look to the legislative id* J
partment in the light of a judicial tribunal,
and to besiege fttuwith applications.lor.ithoi
hearing and correction of particular ,cause»-
and grievances^ wblle the iiuran ofiitbo /apo^
jdalacts are often defectively and/even mis~
jcbievousl; framed because hurriedly euaeted..
J A yet greater evil of theSystem ialOfbOi
found in the legislative habit of grantingiii-
most indiscriminate charters of iucorpbrati
tion. Those who engage in reckleas\©reyetti
pernicious schemes of investment or a£ecuia->
tion, and who are unwilling po render their

Kivate estates liable for tbe coos^mencesjof
elr ventures, often seek charters,

purpose not so rauch of securing theirr-'
in case of success as of screening thenar-.,bora liability in case of falltire. Tri '

many
cases tbe charters clothe the jcofuo'rat^na
with privileges and Itiununine? which *i&.
denied to the body of the neople.' The'Cori J
poratlons have pelrpetual life, and continue
indefinitely to accumulate ' weall^ ^C
strength until finally they threaten to'
shadow the power of the State. ..JJndej*
Government which forbids prdera of nobfllfy
and privileged classes, which faa^ -fortvet'abolished primogeniture and tbecnraiirngor,
estates, such special charters iriv&de its fun^

d imental principles and Its safety, fts well as^
sip Its purity. The genius of American#!-,
stltutions forbids any such Inte^cddlipg^,
tbe affairs of society as creates or fostcnl mq^
Qopoiles, aggrandizes privileged classes, or
pnnecessarlly Or unequally restrains Ir J

v idual freedom. What la done sboy A

Jono by general, law,.open to all w
distinction.so that every ,cltizeh'riuaj uo

il ike interested in its passage, and aU may
squally avail themselves of wji'ateve'r prW
leges it confers.. j *.1 ^

bte
br 1c

THE GOVERNMENT OF CITIES AND TOWNS.

; Iu this cobnectlon.as illustrating the
evils or the system just mentioned, sod
loqcblng Interest of very greatahd

.¦- * .. i* i.importance.I recall to your a
bill " to amend ah act to fbcorpoht
lomac Land and Improvfement Coc

passed February 13, 1873/' wbifih
be General Assembly at the list seas
(he eve of its final adjburnmeht,
which I withheld my approval To.
that could not then, for wantof ticne,Ue' (
fcnunlcated to the house In which
nated. The bUl aet apart a territory
Contain several thousand' " ''

Uibg the town of Potomac
separate school dli'trlet 'aod .
district; declared the'srngle proprie^r/fitfi
such others as might D^ 'ausbcl.7
as share o^ stockholder, a 't
and politic, with perpetuafgti
powered a board of directors
stockholders to appoint at t1
all officers and agents for the L
the personal and real estate of

I tion, and to tlx their compepgifti
ered a board 'of control chowri In'
her tb,appoint an assessor, cc"n~*
tary, and' treasurer, and' fftfi
jtton of each; vested" in IlL ...,s

itbus < crested the- e-iUre gownnwart
the town and district, and author¬
ized them with the proceeds of taxes. Jq*>
posed and. collected, with the; consent ot*
majority of the stockholders, to laroutvMMlr/
construct public buiidlngs, parKs, squares, ¦;

cemeteries, water and gasworks, .wwerv
dodo, wharves and plersw aod aHAtoctbw..
improvements, ornamental and cQOMAitftfciJ
Of;a flreirc!as*4ty^ fffce tafcaototfyiiafeas
no provision for prolog tfee rifhteafi**-:
ioo or property at. .that* proves sw>d6Hu«i^
Citizens of the Jawa »<Kl<l!ffUtoW&;fR>«Jto
not be included fol &yored
.holders, hut It fdfc#K>
right* an£ deters. tbepa &m*eKyjtQk* m*
paryeipftOoa in Ww?lr4*m«3Uiifcit*tWW»T>menfcJS-goea further, a*d> mmh'
fates that tova^d
pendency or irtnefeattty. ttilfctatfiftM?rtn
the CommooBeilWi, and ;©»<*- ,Jt*<flmaKv
W»Mu « i^9ike^<fm,twisam pttmHmt
eiot>e(i *jjfc >ti» ,-stpKa&Urmt
UK&fml hSiiiiS $t!l' Hi hslhtvj
The Dill seems to

which & aUvoeJteti by some, tL.
dbarters orgovenraeat*&*to«fe-flfc.i
pal communities the i*egfeiafcif« hss t- >.i

lute power to limit or extend them ah w
The theory assumes that the peopfc
fteted to local go?ecoafetteititt6{!>**t4kfc* W-
thereunder but such,as ciey .be ces&ntg lg)i :.
legislative charter ^ that although thepoweiS;
grafted W4» flovem ujtereaJj oM&xatae, j

I property, ana.ixraoaal liberty ,thay>mtt»
Withheld from any portionsevwL&om iirtJ ,

dj of tfca people to tagwara^aad astir
ve^cd excSuwwiy ic saafaij#

" p{gu fee . lMirii la tlTi ad fli^i'ilTi1''

Mstxattm.
,wjk tto Jfeteit aad *&t

_ offtpyft#4«Mpei
,fide the prkdr'
potoaly beyr*h%-§T}y gOW ^

t orn them
f the k« "

jbarteft b


